
APRIL 1976
The One Above All, 
aka God, stomps into 
Doctor Strange Vol 2, 
#13. Pretty much the 
most powerful comic 
character ever...

MARCH 1977 
Judge Dredd, the 
ultra-violent futuristic 
law enforcer, cleans 
up the streets in the 
UK sci-fi anthology 
2000 AD #2. 

STATE OF PLAY Due in 2013, Snowpiercer is 
the first English-language film from director 
Bong Joon-ho (The Host, Mother). Based 
on French graphic novel Le Transperceneige, 
it’s about a trainful of travellers struggling to 
survive during a new Ice Age. “Stories about 
the end of the world make us examine the 
human condition,” says Bong.

STATE OF PLAY Currently filming in and 
around New Orleans, this movie version 
of Steven Grant’s crime series has assembled 
a formidable cast, in the form of Mark 
Wahlberg, Denzel Washington and M:I4 
player Paula Patton. The plot sees the Mob 
pulling a fast one on a DEA agent and an 
undercover Naval officer.

STATE OF PLAY After turning Nazis into sci-fi 
laughing stocks with Iron Sky, Finnish director 
Timo Vuorensola recreates the German 
dictator using motion-capture in this adap. 
“We will take it one step further and make it 
believable – a real character,” he says.

STATE OF PLAY On their way to directing 
Captain America 2, the Russo Brothers (You, 
Me And Dupree) are taking on Ciudad, which 
has Dwayne Johnson playing a hostage 
extractor. “Exploring genre has always been 
a driving motivation for us,” say the Russos. 
“This is the culmination of an ambition to 
bring our sensibilities to an action thriller.”

STATE OF PLAY He’s not appeared in a 
publication for 30 years, but The Human 
Fly’s hasn’t been forgotten by director Steven 
Goldman, who’s charged with bringing the 
stuntman-turned-crimefighter to the big 
screen. Boasting a skeleton made mostly 
of steel, this guy’s just begging for a tussle 
with Wolverine…

SNOWPIERCER

2 GUNS

I KILLED 
ADOLF HITLER

CIUDAD

THE HUMAN FLY

PLAYERS BONG JOON-HO (DIRECTOR), 
CHRIS EVANS, TILDA SWINTON, 
JAMIE BELL (ACTORS) 

PLAYERS TIMO VUORENSOLA (DIRECTOR), 
MARK WAHLBERG, DENZEL WASHINGTON, 
PAULA PATTON (ACTORS)

PLAYERS SAMUEL L. JACKSON 
(ACTOR, PRODUCER), JASBINDER 
SINGH MANN (PRODUCER)

PLAYERS ANTHONY RUSSO, 
JOE RUSSO (DIRECTORS), 
DWAYNE JOHNSON (ACTOR)

PLAYERS STEVEN GOLDMAN 
(DIRECTOR), TONY BABINSKI 
(WRITER)

MAY 1975 
The blue-skinned, 
yellow-eyed, 
teleporting 
Nightcrawler darts 
his way into 
Giant-Size X-Men #1.
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COMIC-BOOK PREVIEW

KICK-ASS 2

SECRET SERVICE
PLAYERS MATTHEW 
VAUGHN (DIRECTOR)
“Matthew’s just finishing the script; 
he’s not letting anybody else direct it! 
He’ll probably do it after X-Men: First 
Class 2. It’s a cross between My Fair 
Lady and James Bond. We both know 
guys who work in the secret service 
– the stories were so amazing.”

WANTED 2
PLAYERS TIMUR BEKMAMBETOV 
(DIRECTOR), MICHAEL BRANDT, DEREK 
HAAS, EVAN SPILIOTOPOULOS (WRITERS)
“Timur and I met; he came up with an 
idea that’s great. I loved it. It had gone 
through four screenwriters to get 
Angelina back convincingly. It just 
didn’t work – she died! They did the 
right thing and decided to move on.”

SUPERCROOKS
PLAYERS NACHO VIGALONDO 
(DIRECTOR)
“It’s a supervillain heist movie, sort 
of Ocean’s 11 meets the X-Men. 
Nacho Vigalondo [Timecrimes] is 
directing. It’s about a big gang of 
supervillains who go to Spain and plan 
a robbery there – like The Italian Job 
with superpowers.”

MILLAR’S WORLD WHAT’S UP NEXT FOR THE KICK-ASS WRITER?

ometimes it pays to think outside 
the box. In 2008, comic-book 
writer Mark Millar introduced 
a new superhero to the world. 
He didn’t have any powers. 

He didn’t have a sidekick. And he bought his 
costume on the internet. “Kick-Ass was the 
least likely superhero movie adaptation ever,” 
laughs Millar, his Scottish burr as rapid-fire 
as ever. “It’s got a 12-year-old saying ‘cunt’ 
and the lead character having a wank to some 
African tribeswomen. How on earth does 
that become a film?!”

In 2010, Kick-Ass became a film. Directed 
by Matthew Vaughn, it made $96m from 
a budget of just $28m and helped fuel the 
comic-book movie craze. Flash forward two 
years, and Millar’s comic-book follow-up, 
Kick-Ass 2: Balls To The Wall, is finally karate 
chopping its way onto the big screen. Talking 
to Total Film six weeks before shooting starts, 
Millar is as enthusiastic as ever about the sequel, 
which will be directed by Cry_Wolf’s Jeff Wadlow 
(with Vaughn producing), and sees Kick-Ass 
(Aaron Johnson) creating his own superhero 
team. Meanwhile, Red Mist (Christopher 
Mintz-Plasse) is recruiting supervillains to 
avenge his father’s death. Yes, like all sequels, 
we’re going bigger. Avengers bigger...

“Kick-Ass 2 was always going to go bigger 
than the first one,” Millar reveals. “So it’s a 
superhero team idea; it’s all the stuff you can’t 

do with The Avengers. All the violent, hyper-
emotional stuff you can’t do in a big-budget 
family picture. Kick-Ass was always the 
naughty Tarantino version of the superheroes 
that we’re used to.”

Things are even naughtier in Kick-Ass 2. For 
a start, there’s a supervillain gang-bang, a dog 
having its head ripped off… and the return of fan 
favourite Hit-Girl (Chloë Grace Moretz). Despite 
hanging up her weapons at the end of Kick-Ass, 
the diminutive expletive-spewer struggles with 
her retirement when she starts high school for 
the first time. “I like the idea of Hit-Girl in that 
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MAY 1984 
Two twentysomethings 
release the self-published 
Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles #1. It becomes 
one of the most successful 
franchises of the decade.  

MARK MILLAR

MARCH 1982 
A Guy Fawkes 
mask-wearing 
revolutionary takes 
on the totalitarian 
state in Alan Moore’s 
V For Vendetta. 

NOVEMBER 1981 
With a white streak 
through her hair, 
Rogue first appears 
in Avengers Annual 
#10. Played by Anna 
Paquin in X-Men.  

Fixing up: (left) Andrew Garfield and Emma 
Stone; (below) the new Spidey suit. 

NEMESIS
PLAYERS JOE CARNAHAN (DIRECTOR)
“Tony Scott was attached to direct, 
but he had 15 projects on his slate. 
A friend of mine, Joe Carnahan 
[Narc, Smokin’ Aces], has co-written 
the screenplay and is directing. He’s 
talking to Liam Neeson. He’s doing 
the Death Wish reboot and then we’ll 
jump into this.”

JUPITER’S 
CHILDREN
PLAYERS MARK MILLAR (CREATOR)
“It’s like Star Wars; it’s got aliens, 
superheroes and robots. We just 
put the concept and the cover online 
and we got three or four offers for it. 
I feel like it’s the best thing I’ve done. 
Three books and three movies is 
the plan.”

AMERICAN 
JESUS
PLAYERS MARK MILLAR (PRODUCER)
“[It’s] probably  been bumped to 
Spring 2013 for an Easter 2014 
release. I’ve got a writer, but I don’t 
have a director. I’m gonna do the 
full production. It’s tricky if you do 
a Jesus project, everyone gets 
a bit nervous!”

MILLAR’S WORLD WHAT’S UP NEXT FOR THE KICK-ASS WRITER?

environment,” Millar enthuses. “I thought, 
‘OK, you’ve been trained to handle a wolf, 
but how do you handle girls who say I hate 
your fucking ugly hair?’ Because she can’t kill 
them! It’s Hit-Girl against Mean Girls; it’ll be 
really fun.”

And there’s even more foul-mouthed 
mayhem on the way. “I’m sitting planning 
Kick-Ass 3 at the minute,” Millar reveals. 
“The plan is a trilogy and then we’d like to 
do Hit-Girl movies. As long as we can keep 
them cheap and people really like them, we 
can keep making them!” JW

AMERICAN 
 MARK MILLAR (PRODUCER)

] probably  been bumped to 

 STOP DAYDREAMING AND DO IT
I was at the Edinburgh Film Festival 
listening to Shane Meadows, Roger 

Corman and Bill Forsyth. They were 
speaking so passionately about making 
low-budget movies that I thought: “We can 
do this. We can raise 50 grand, shoot a film 
on an EC SLR and make something that looks 
good.” It was like having a fire lit under me. 

 GET HELP FROM YOUR FRIENDS
I’ve been working in the media all my 
life. You become part of a network. 

Everyone on the film knew people who knew 
other people, which meant it was easy to pull 
together a great team. People did it for the 
love of the project, not because they were 
going to get paid anything.

 GET CREATIVE WITH FUNDRAISING
We got some artwork done for the 
film and we turned that into comics 

and t-shirts. We raised money selling them at 
conventions and by doing crowd funding. 
Once we had enough money to do some 
proper pre-production sketches, we went to 
a group of investors and pitched the film.

 HAVE A PITCH-PERFECT PITCH
Electric Man is The Maltese Falcon 
meets Clerks – it’s a comedy thriller 

in a comic shop. It’s not as foul-mouthed as 
Clerks because we wanted to have a broader 
appeal. You have to work harder to get the 
laughs when you take the swearing out.

 KNOW HOW TO WORK A FESTIVAL
I didn’t find out we’d got into 
Comic-Con until nearly midnight. 

I started jumping around the room, waking 
everyone up. It would be amazing if someone 
like Simon Pegg or Kevin Smith sees the film. 
With a tweet they could get the word out to 
millions of people and change our lives. JL
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JANUARY 1981 
Deadly ninja assassin 
Elektra attacks in 
Daredevil #168 and 
steals the superhero’s 
heart. Jennifer Garner 
plays her in 2005.

EXCITE-O-METER

ELECTRIC MAN
director David Barras’ 
on making a budget 
comic-book movie...

PLAYERS DAVID BARRAS, TOBY MANLEY, 
MARK MCKIRDY, JENNIFER EWING (ACTORS)
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